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warning light indicated a
problem in the rear fuselage area
and this was accompanied by
elevator stiffness. This
symptom, together with the
warning light, became
intermittent. His best option
would have been to eject, but
because of the proximity of
residential areas he chose to
return to the airfield and attempt
an emergency landing which in
spite of difficulty in controlling
the aircraft, he successfully
accomplished, although by this
time the rear fuselage was
aflame and the aircraft was
beyond repair. For his
courageous action he was
awarded a ‘Good Show’ in
‘Flight Comment’, the RAF
Germany flight safety journal,
and had a Green Endorsement in his logbook. Roger was posted out
in October but generously bestowed a gift to the squadron by
arranging for a London silversmith to add a handle and base to the
huge silver vase, from which 79’s pilots used to drink a concoction
known as Pimms 79, comprising 3·5 gallons of champagne,
Cointreau, Benedictine, cherry brandy, and gin. Henceforth this
vessel was referred to as Pyrah's Pot and when 79 was re-numbered
4 Sqn, it continued to provide refreshment for that unit.

Four days after this accident Flt Lt John Turner was returning to
Gütersloh after conducting an air test in XD961 when the engine

The starboard nose of WK293/N carried 
this cartoon character, ‘Max’.

A rare formation of four Swift FR.5s identified by the red and white markings of 79 Sqn but otherwise well camouflaged 
against the landscape below, with typical Continental pattern arable fields. 

The lead aircraft has the squadron's 'Salmander' marking on the port engine intake, while only 'B' and 'F' have so far been coded.
(Brian Luffingham via Nigel Walpole)

brakes were steaming, in fact. When I climbed out of the cockpit 

I was met by a most disgruntled Flight Sergeant who greeted me

with the words ‘That'll be a brake change straight away!’ 

However, his demeanour improved when I told him that I'd come

to collect their Hunter 6 (XG208) for 26 Sqn, which apparently he 

wanted rid of. On the Swift you had to add 10 kts to the 

approach and landing speeds if the aircraft had a full belly fuel 

tank, which mine had when I flew to Laarbruch, hence the longer 

landing run and the need to brake hard.

79 Sqn being an FR unit was widely viewed as having some of 

the best pilots, among them Brian Seaman, and ‘Harve’ Harvey 

(who had flown the early Swifts with 56 Sqn) who were very 

good at displaying the Swift, often in almost continuous reheat.

The Swift FR.5 had charisma, was a powerful and valuable 

weapon, and in my opinion it's short career was an honourable 

one, for sure.”

Such approbation was well founded, because in March 1959 the
squadron won the Sassoon Trophy, named after former Under-
Secretary of State for Air, Sir Philip Sassoon, this reconnaissance
competition had previously been restricted to high-level (Canberra)
photographic squadrons, and so it was particularly pleasing that 79
should win on the first occasion it was open to low-level FR
squadrons. This success was followed soon afterwards when 79
came top in its class when it competed in Royal Flush IV held at
Eindhoven, and the pilots Flt Lts Sandy Cobban and John Turner
were judged the top team. In June Sqn Ldr ‘Buck’ Buchanan was
appointed CO, though illness forced him to hand over temporarily
to Sqn Ldr ‘Thump’ Thompson.

Unfortunately, July ‘59 wasn't so joyous; on the 13th Flt Lt Roger
Pyrah had just taken-off from Gütersloh in XD955 when a fire
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